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Our Next Scheduled 
Meeting ——— 
 

Saturday 10 a.m. 
January 4th, 2025 
 

In The Community Room of 
The Hammond Public  
Library 564 State Street 
Downtown Hammond, IN 
 

Featured Program— 
“The Original Town Of 
Hammond, 1869 to 1894” 
 

With Guest Speaker— 
Professor 
Joseph Bigott, PhD 

 Editor in Chief —  William J. Uzdanovich 

FLASHBACK is published monthly from                   
  September thru May—Eight times a year 
  except in December, June, July & August 

PLEASE TAKE NOTE: 
 

A Board of Directors Meeting is sched-
uled for 9 a.m. prior to the general meet-
ing. All officers and board members are 
asked to attend the board meeting. 

  Founded 1960 

Be sure to join us on January 4th, 
2025 for our program “The Original 
Town of Hammond, 1869 to 1894”. 
 
Presented by Professor Joseph 
Bigott, PhD, the Professor Emeritus, 
History at Purdue University North-
west. 
 
He is the author of the book: From 
Cottage to Bungalow: Houses and the 
Working Class in Metropolitan Chi-
cago, 1869-1929. See what he has to 
say about Hammond! 

PURDUE  NORTHWEST  HISTORY PROFESSOR PRESENTS 
“The Original Town of Hammond 1869 to 1894” PROGRAM 

Professor Joseph Bigott   Photo Provided 

Members: Do you possess 
special talents? Do you like to 
be involved? The Hammond 
Historical Society is formulating 
committees to tackle issues 
and to advance projects and we 
want YOU to help.  
 
The first committees being or-
ganized are listed below. More 
will be announced in the near 
future. 

PROGRAM – responsible for putting on monthly presentations. 
 
MEMBERSHIP – responsible for book inventory, reprints and also for promoting the 
Hammond Historical Society. If you have marketing skills, this committee is for you. 
 
EVENTS – responsible for planning events. If you are good at event planning and are 
interested, we look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Come to the January 4th meeting at 10 am to sign up  
or email: contact@hammondhistoricalsociety.org You may also call 219-902-7866 for 
more information. If there is no answer, leave a voicemail with your phone number. 
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OTHER BUSINESS / OTHER NEWS 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
SATURDAY, APRIL 6th, 2024 
 
The Board of Directors of the Hammond Historical Society 
met at 9:09 a.m. on Saturday, April 6th in the Community 
Room of the Hammond Public Library. There were 10 
board members and officers present. 
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT: Minutes from the last two 
board meetings were brought up for approval— 1st by 
Ginger Watts, 2nd by Tony Arduino. The minutes were 
approved. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: The Treasurer’s Report was 
presented and reviewed by the board. The report was 
brought up for approval—1st by Warren Ellis, 2nd Keri 
Tharp. The report was then accepted. 
 
MEMBERSHIP REPORT: Was not available. 
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT: Was set to pre-
pare a slate of candidates to be completed and published 
in the May FLASHBACK newsletter. 
 
NEW BUSINESS/OLD BUSINESS: The ground lease for 
the Striker’s Memorial was set to be finalized with an ad-
dition of a landscaping clause and an exact location of the 
monument to be noted. The Hammond Braves book re-
print was tabled. Keri Tharp and Ginger Watts to work on 
getting a Grant Committee started to obtain State Histori-
cal Markers over the summer. Bylaws Committee to study 
and make any changes. Committee members: Warren 
Ellis, Amanda Aguilera, Keri Tharp and Brian Poland. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 9:54 a.m. 
Secretary, Will Uzdanovich 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7th, 2024 
 
The Board of Directors of the Hammond Historical Society 
met at 9:07 a.m. on Saturday, September 7th in the Com-
munity Room of the Hammond Public Library. There were 
10 board members and officers present. 
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT: There were no minutes for 
approval. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: A report was presented with a 
budget shortfall for event expenditures and the rising cost 
for the annual dinner. The treasurer suggested that action 
needed to be taken to address this issue. The Treasurer 
also suggested that we may need to re-evaluate member-
ship fees. A motion was made by Mark Tharp to form a 
Fund Raising Committee to generate income for the fu-
ture. The motion was 2nd by Brian Poland and passed. 
The committee was open for volunteers at the close of 
this meeting. On the agenda for November was to estab-
lish a tighter dinner and events budget for 2025. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 9:54 a.m. 
Secretary, Will Uzdanovich 

Hammond Historical Society 
2025 Event Calendar 

Saturday,        Speaker Series: Professor Joseph C. Bigott:  
January 4th 10AM       Searching for Facts- “Early History Of               
         Hammond and its Development” 
 

Saturday,        Speaker Series: Michael & Mario Bovino 
February 1st 10AM     “19th Century Life Through Artifacts” 
 

Saturday,        Speaker Series: Quentin Schultze 
March 1st 10AM          Jean Shephard colleague and author of “You’ll  
                                      Shoot Your Eye Out- Life Lessons from the  
                                      Movie a Christmas Story” 
 

Saturday,                       Speaker Series: Samuel Love 
April 4th 10AM             An Oral History Workshop Presentation for                       
        Seniors a part of the Lifetime Arts Creative              
        Aging Fellowship 
 

Wednesday, 6 PM         Annual Membership Dinner Meeting 
May 14 or 21 [TBA]      [Location to be Determined] 
 

June, July, August      SUMMER HIATUS 
 

Saturday, 
September 6th 10AM   Speaker Series  [TBD] 
 

Sunday, 
October 5th 1-4 PM      Oak Hill Cemetery Tour 
         140 Years of Operation 
 

Saturday, 
November 1st 10AM    Speaker Series [TBD] 
 

December        HOLIDAY HIATUS 

DOUBLE VISION? Apparently some new traffic 
signs were installed and the old ones have not been removed. 
Creating this somewhat bizarre looking undated photograph 
taken along the Borman Expressway. 
 

HHS Photo archives at the Hammond Public Library 
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Standard Oil Company 
Builds Engineering & 
Research Laboratory 
In Robertsdale 
The Standard Oil Company Research 
Laboratory is located just blocks from 
the Whiting refinery. The Initial phase of 
construction was completed in the 
spring of 1948. It contained 292,090 
square feet of space. 
 
In 1954 the company completed the 
transfer of its engineering research de-
partment that was formerly located at 
910 South Michigan Avenue in Chicago. 
 
A new two-story building was built and 
is located in the Standard Oil Company 
research center on New York Avenue in 
the Robertsdale section of Hammond. 
The research department was physi-
cally connected to the refinery admini-
stration and engineering building. 
 
The new location was chosen to bring 
the department more closely into con-
tact with the Whiting refinery. Engineer-
ing research was a relatively new de-
partment at the time. It was set up to 
use the most modern scientific tech-
niques to improve the physical equip-
ment used in refining petroleum. 
 
The new building featured two wings 
located at right angles to each other like 
the letter “L”. Each of those wings is 200 
feet long and 56 feet wide. The total 
floor area on its three floors is 58,000 
square feet. A unique feature of the 
building is the use of movable metal 
partitions. These partitions make rear-
rangements of laboratory and office 
space relatively easy, enabling the ex-
act type and size space needed for fu-
ture programs to be provided. 
 
For experimentation on tall equipment, 
a high headroom laboratory having a 
height of 48 feet was provided in the 
west wing. There were balconies at 
each floor level. A 5-ton traveling crane 
was provided and could be used to 
transfer heavy equipment between the 
ground floor and the balconies. 
 
A number of the labs had special types 
of equipment. The materials division 
had four such laboratories. There was a 
complete heat-treating furnace room 
where metal specimens could be sub-
jected to gas atmospheres and heat  

Research and development work in the 
main laboratory was centered on im-
proving gasoline, aviation fuels, and 
many types of lubricants. A major por-
tion of the program was focused on 
expanding the field of chemicals derived 
from petroleum. 
 
In addition, special attention was given 
to diesel fuels, solvents, heating oils, 
additives, white oils, metal working oils, 
waxes, petroleum, and asphalts. Other 
studies included hydrocarbon synthesis, 
fundamental research on the properties 
of hydrocarbons and related com-
pounds, and the development and appli-
cation of chemicals and instrumental 
methods of analysis. 
 
In connection with the research labora-
tory was a cafeteria, complete with a 
cafeteria lounge that was trimmed with 
green and white Vermont marble. The 
cafeteria had a seating capacity for 240 
people. The kitchen facilities were am-
ple enough to prepare 1,500 meals per 
day. 
 
The research center also included three 
process laboratory buildings which were 
not connected to the other larger build-
ings. These buildings housed the pilot 
plant activities in the development of 
products. Additional construction was 
also planned in the future. 
 
Source information and illustration from: 
NWI Times via newspapers.com 
 

such as they would have to withstand if  
they were used in actual refinery equip-
ment. Another laboratory has equipment 
for studying the structures of metals and 
includes not only microscopes, metal-
lographs, and X-ray diffraction equip-
ment but also recently developed elec-
tron diffraction equipment. The corro-
sion laboratory used heat, electricity, 
and chemicals to investigate corrosion 
of metallic specimens. The welding 
laboratory had all types of welding 
equipment used in the construction of 
refinery equipment, including an auto-
matic submerged arc welder. 
 
On the ground floor was a complete 
experimental shop. It was manned by a 
group of highly-trained, experienced 
experimental equipment makers. Their 
services were constantly in demand to 
produce intricate parts required as pro-
fessional members of the staff develop 
new apparatus, instruments, and equip-
ment. 
 
The staff at the time consisted of around 
90 members, including metallurgists, 
physicists, mechanical, electronic, 
chemical and civil engineers, applied 
mathematicians, and  other scientists, 
as well as skilled research assistants 
and mechanics. 
 
The work of the department was con-
ducted by five separate research divi-
sions; physics, mechanics, equipment, 
materials, and engineering economics. 

This view shows the Standard Oil Research Center in north Hammond. 
The new engineering research laboratory building is located on the lower right. 
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CALUMET COLLEGE MOVES TO HAMMOND 
There is room enough for 3,000 stu-
dents, which is just under half of the 
current student population at the time. 
 
All science laboratory courses will be on 
the 2500 building’s first floor with the 
remaining two floors being rented out. 
 
The college VIPs, including the school’s 
president and president emeritus, will 
have their offices on the sixth floor of 
the 2400 building. 
 
Parking will no longer be a problem. 
There were only 230 parking spaces at 
the East  Chicago campus, while 900 
will be available at the Hammond site. 
 
Source information and illustration— 
The NWI Times via newspapers.com 
 

DATELINE—DECEMBER 1975 
 
They’re coming—1600 students, 12 
priests, 80 faculty members, 50 full-time 
teachers and 40 administrators.  
 
They all arrived on Monday, December 
15, 1975 to occupy the new Calumet 
College campus. 
 
This was one of the biggest logistical 
moves of any academic institution in the 
Midwest. 
 
East Chicago’s Calumet College will 
officially became Hammond’s Calumet 
College when the school opened its 
doors in January of 1976. 
 
Calumet College’s new location is now 
located in the former home of the Stan-
dard Oil Research Center along New 
York Avenue in the Robertsdale section 
of Hammond. 
 
A $2 million remodeling job was com-
pleted, that changed the appearance of 
the former research center’s interior to 
that of any recently constructed school. 
 
Standard Oil Company, a division of the 
American Oil Company, donated the 
buildings after it had moved to Naper-
ville, Illinois. 
 
The college got the property when the 
oil company made an offer the school 
couldn’t refuse—it was for free. 
All of the classrooms are now in two 

buildings in the new campus. 
 
The buildings are now called the 2400 
and the 2500 Buildings for lack of an-
other name. 
 
It had become apparent that Calumet 
College would begin to suffer growing 
pains. The repurposed  buildings in the 
4700 block of Indianapolis Boulevard 
and Olcott Avenue were burgeoning at 
the seams and property for expansion 
was unavailable near the school. 
 
But that won’t happen for some time in 
Hammond. The college’s main building 
[the 2400 building] has six floors of 
classrooms, lecture halls, administrative 
space, facility offices, library, student 
union, student lounge and cafeteria 
space. 
 

Main new building of Calumet College in Hammond 


